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regulating the international use of wireless, was signed by all the
principal nations. The main concern of the signatories was to ensure
international co-operation in the matter of ship-to-shore wireless com-
munication. Since then the original convention has been greatly revised
and expanded to meet modern conditions.
FOUR THOUSAND YEARS OF SHIPS
npHE earliest known representation of a sea-going ship is a carving on
1 the wall of the temple of King Sahure of Egypt, who lived in the
28th century B.C. The vessel had a large double mast and twenty oars,
ten on each side. The hull looks like that of a modern sea-going yacht.
Egyptian river boats made of bundles of papyrus reeds lashed together
were in use at least as early as 3000 B.C., and probably many centuries
before that time. Boats of exactly similar construction are still used on
Lake Tana in Abyssinia. They probably represent the oldest type of
boat still in use.
On the other side of the Red Sea, in Iraq, the Assyrian \ale\, a
raft supported by inflated sheepskins, is still in use at least 3,000 years
after it was first introduced. Another very ancient craft used by Iraqi
boatmen on the Tigris and the Euphrates is the gufa. Circular in
shape, it has a wooden framework covered with skins made watertight
with bitumen.
ANCIENT MEN-O'-WAR
Ships similar to those of King Sahure were still being built in
Egypt more than a thousand years after his death. A relief in the
temple of Deir el Bahari (1480 B.C.) gives us detailed representations
of the ships sent by Queen Hatshepset to a country near the southern
end of the Red Sea about 1500 B.C. The vessels were probably about
70 ft. long and 17 ft. wide. Each carried thirty rowers and was also*
fitted with elaborate sails. Phoenician ships of that date were of similar
general design.
The earliest known representation of a naval battle, engraved on
the wall of an Egyptian temple, shows the fleet of Rameses III (about
1200 B.C.) defeating that of a northern Mediterranean confederation.
Nine ships are shown and four are Egyptian. It was the Egyptian
practice in naval warfare to discharge arrows at long range and then
to dose in upon the enemy vessels and grapple with them. The grappling
instrument had four iron hooks which were thrown into the enemy
craft.                                                                                                 i
SHIPS  OF   THE   GREEKS
By about 700 B.C. biremes, or ships of war equipped with two bants
3f oars on different levels, were in comirion use in die Mediterranean.
The bireme was invented by either the Egyptians or the Phoenicians.
Hie Greeks adopted the bireme, and it was probably they who first
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